
 

 I  had  an  in te res t ing conversa t ion  w i th  s tuden ts  regard ing  the  use  o f  
techno logy  in  schoo l s  and  i f  s tudents  fee l  schoo l ’ s  have  an  ant iqua ted  approach 
to  in tegra t ing  techno logy  in  educa t ion ,  and the  s tudents  d idn ’ t  fee l  th i s  was  
the  case…I  asked them i f  they  fe l t  hav ing the  use  o f  smar tphones  o r  Ipads  a t  
the i r  f i nger t ips  woul d  be t te r  fac i l i t a te lea rn ing  and  they  sa id  yes ,  bu t  there  
i s  too  s t rong  a  des i re  to  use  the  phone/  Ipad  as  a  d is t rac t i on.  My thought  was  
how I  love  when I  say  to  my s tudents ,  “ you need a  v isua l  a i d , ”  and  they  wh ip  
out  the i r  phones  (aga ins t  schoo l  po l i cy  to  even  have  them dur ing  the  day) ,  look  
up the  image,  and  say ,  “M iss  O ’Donne l l ,  I  j us t  emai led  you  my v isua l  a id ,  can  
we pr in t  i t  now? ”  Unfor tuna te ly ,  we  cannot  t rus t  our  s tudent s  to  use  the i r  
smar t  techno logy  appropr ia te ly  and  tha t  makes me sad .  Why is  the re  th is  
d isconnec t  be tween t eacher  and  s tudent  ( and teacher  and  admin is t ra t ion  o f ten ,  
too) - - th i s  “ o therness ” - -  tha t  b reeds  mi s t rus t?  What  a re  ways  tha t  cou ld  
br idge  the  re la t ionsh ip  c loser  so  tha t  when a  teacher  says ,  “ P lease  use  the  
techno logy  respons ibl y  dur ing  c lass  t ime, ”  t hey  w i l l ?  No techno logy  con t rac t  
or  honor  code wou ld  be s t rong  enough to  res is t  the  tempta t ion  and  compu ls ion  to  
use one ’s  phone/  Ipad  ou t  o f  conduc t .  I t  i s  so  easy  to  take  a  p ic tu re  o f  a  tes t  
and tex t  i t  ou t  to  t he wor ld ,  v ideo  a  teacher  and  pos t  i t  to  the  web,  become 
d is t rac ted  by  Facebook  o r  tex t ing  w i th  f r iends ,  wa tch  TV or  v ideos ,  o r  read the  
chapte r  on  Spark  Notes  r igh t  be fo re  the  tes t ,  o r…who knows what  e lse !  Somet imes 
I  fee l  as  i f  I  have  no idea  how my teenage s tudents  use  the  i n te rne t ;  as  
d ig i ta l  na t i ves ,  thei r  approach  to  techno logy  i s  o f ten  very  d i f fe ren t  f rom my 
own.  Most  o f  my s tudents  do  every th ing  on l ine  in  the i r  na t i ve  language as  we l l ,  
and the  in te rne t  exper ience  i s  to ta l l y  di f f e ren t  than  my Amer i can  ways  and  
webs i tes .  We have  f i rewa l l s  and  censorshi p  fo r  s tudents  and  teachers  and  tha t  
j us t  makes  everyone f rus t ra ted .   Jus t  as E l i zabe th  De lacruz  (2009 ,  p .  10 )  c i tes  
i n  her  a r t i c le ,  “ F r om Br icks  and  Mor ta r  to  the  Pub l i c  Sphere  in  Cyberspace :  
Creat ing  a  Cu l tu re  of  Car ing  on  the  D ig i ta l  G loba l  Commons, ”  “ poor  schoo l  
techno logy  in f ras t ruc tu res  and  res t r i c t i ve  schoo l  po l i c ies  t runca te  and  conf ine  
teachers ’  c lass room techno logy  p rac t i ces”  (Zhou ,  Pugh,  She l don,  &  Byers ,  
2002) .  There  i s  a  lo t  work ing  aga ins t  the  hybr id i z ing  o f  contemporary  
techno logy  in to  the  c lassroom. 

 Al though I  wou ld  l i k e  to  adds  some compute rs  to  my c lassroom so  tha t  
s tudents  cou ld  learn and  u t i l i ze  the  Adobe Su i te  in  my c lasses ,  have  the  ease  
of  f ind ing  v isua l  a i ds ,  and  have  access  to  scann ing  and  p r int ing  (a l l  th ings  my 
schoo l  doesn ’ t  a l low me to  do  ) ,  I  th ink  I  am sa t i s f ied  w i t h  the  leve l  o f  
techno logy  in  my c lassroom and I  am comfor tab le  w i th  no t  havi ng  the  
respons ib i l i t y  o f  teach ing  cur r i cu lum in regards  to  how to  ut i l i ze  soc ia l  
media .  Of  course ,  i t  i s  mandatory  fo r  our  s tudents  to  take  computer  and  
techno logy  c lasses  so  they  learn  p rograms  l i ke  Word ,  Exce l ,  and Power  Po in t ,  
and I  fee l  i t  i s  essent ia l  fo r  schoo l  cur r i cu lum to  address  t yp ing  sk i l l s  and  
teach  how to  u t i l i ze techno logy  in  regards  to  lea rn ing ,  p rocess ing ,  and  
produc ing  in fo rmat ion .  I  a lso  th ink ,  though,  tha t  most  techno logy  sk i l l s  a re  
soc ia l i zed  and  no t  necessary  to  teach  in schoo l .  I  do  fee l  t hat  my hand eye  
coord ina t ion  sk i l l s  and typ ing  sk i l l s  were  fac i l i t a ted  by  my f requent  N in tendo 
p lay ing  as  a  k id ,  but  I  don ’ t  fee l  tha t  I  needed to  deve lop  those  sk i l l s  
th rough hav ing  tha t  oppor tun i t y  in  school .  I  d id  love  when i t  was  my tu rn  to  
p lay  “Number  Munchers ”  o r  “O regon Tra i l ”  on  the  c lass room’ s  on ly  computer  in  



e lementary  schoo l ,  and the  days  in  m idd l e  schoo l  when  we woul d  go  to  the  
computer  lab  and  p rac t i ce  our  t yp ing  (v i a  game p lay  as  we l l ) ,  o r  des ign  
pro jec ts  on  Hyper  Card ,  and  even tua l l y  Power  Po in t ,  and  I  cons ider  the  ear l y  
days  o f  learn ing  how to  use  a  computer  as  inc red ib ly  inva luab le .  W i th  tha t  
sa id ,  there  needs  to be  a  ba lance  w i th  t he u t i l i za t ion  o f  techno logy  in  schoo l  
cur r i cu lum and t rad i t i ona l  lea rn ing  and  i ns t ruc t iona l  methods .  We need to  s t i l l  
teach  our  s tudents  t he impor tance  o f  pa t i ence ,  t ime inves tment ,  cop ing  
mechan isms fo r  dea l i ng  w i th  d i f f i cu l t  p r ob lems,  and  the  va lue o f  eye  to  eye /  
face  to  face  d iscourse .  K ids  today  spend a  lo t  o f  t ime “ p lugged in ”  du r ing  
the  day ,  and  we  s t i l l  need  to  teach  our  s tudents  the  impor tance and  sk i l l s  o f  
func t ion ing  as  an  ind iv idua l  and  soc ia l  member  o f  soc ie ty  bei ng  “ unp lugged. ”  
Otherw ise ,  they  a re  go ing  to  become more apa the t i c  ,  d i s t racted ,  f i ck le ,  and  
impat ien t  than  they  a l ready  a re…I  love  t echno logy  and  u t i l i z e  i t  every  day ,  bu t  
too  much o f  any th ing,  l i ke  sugar ,  can  lead to  add ic t ions  and too th  decay… 

 So,  I  guess  f rom a l l  the  read ings  I  d id  th is  week ,  p robab ly  the  teach ing  
too l  regard ing  techno logy  in  a r t  educa t i on tha t  seems de t r imenta l  t o  me the  
most  i s  p rov id ing  our  s tudents  w i th  the  sk i l l s  o f  v i sua l  l i t eracy .  I  fee l  tha t  
the  i ssues  d iscussed by  Ch ing -Ch iu  L in ,  i n  her  chapte r ,  “ Beyond V isua l  
L i te racy  Competenc ies :  Teach ing  and  Learn ing  Ar t  w i th  Technol ogy  in  the  G loba l  
Age, ”  d i scuss  an  ext reme ly  per t inen t  i s sue and  sk i l l  se t  tha t  our  “ d ig i ta l  
nat i ve ”  s tudents  need to  lea rn .  As  educators ,  we  a lways  teach  “ don ’ t  be l ieve  
every th ing  tha t  you  read  , ”  and  we need to  teach  our  s tudent s  how to  ana lyze  
and syn thes ize  in fo r mat ion  and  imagery  crea ted  d ig i ta l l y  so  tha t  they  a re  
ac t i ve ly  invo lved  in the  observa t ion  and lea rn ing  p rocesses  and  are  no t  eas i l y  
manipu la ted  o r  persuaded.  As  an  educa tor ,  I  am more  concerned w i th ,  “ t he  need 
to  emphas ize  the  p rocesses  and  con tex ts  of  lea rn ing  ins tead  of  focus ing  so  
heav i l y  on  par t i cu lar  p red ic tab le  resu l t s , ”  (p .  202) .  In  regards  to  teach ing  
and imp lement ing  techno logy  in  the  c lassroom and schoo l  cur r i cu lum,  beyond the  
educat ion  and  sk i l l  se ts  we a re  a l ready  prov id ing  our  s tudent s ,  I  fee l  i t  i s  
our  respons ib i l i t y  t o  teach  s tudents  how to  be  f luen t  i n  v i sua l  communica t ion ,  
both  read ing  and  speak ing ,  in  o rder  to  be success fu l  and  educa ted  g loba l  
c i t i zens .  


