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Br idg ing  the  Gap:  P romot ing  Awareness  o f  G loba l i za t ion  and  
Cul tu ra l  Iden t i t y  th rough V isua l  L i te racy 

 My research  exp lo res the  impac t  o f  g lobal i za t ion  on  the  awareness  o f  
i nd iv idua l ’ s  cu l tu ral  i den t i t i es .  Through exposure  o f  images and  a r tworks  tha t  
embody con temporary  g loba l  soc ie ty ,  educators  can  fac i l i t a te d iscuss ions  w i th  
s tudents  regard ing  vi sua l  cu l tu re  and  mean ings  tha t  a re  imp l i ed .  In  an  age 
where  young peop le  are  inundated  w i th  v i sua l  images  a l l  day  l ong ,  i t  i s  
essent ia l  tha t  educato rs  teach  sk i l l s  o f  v i sua l  l i t e racy  and p rov ide  a  focus  on 
how to  de f ine  and  mai n ta in  one ’s  cu l tu ral  i den t i t y  as  borders ,  boundar ies ,  and  
cu l tu ra l  d is t inc t ions  con t inue  to  b lu r  due to  the  e f fec ts  o f  g loba l i za t ion .  

1 .  Ba l le t t ,  Amy B.  “ V i sua l  L i te racy  Across the  Cur r i cu lum, ”  Feb.  22 ,  2009 .  
Ret r ieved  Apr i l  15 ,  2012,  
f romht tp : / /www.you tube.com/watch?v=XQNbAtK3c3g .   

h t tp : / /www.youtube .com/watch?v=XQNbAtK3c3g 
 

Amy Ba l le t t  i s  an  a r t i s t  and  a r t  educa tor  a t  S tamford  Co l legi a te  H igh  Schoo l  in  
Niagra ,  Onta r io ,  Canada.  In  her  v ideo ,  “ V i sua l  L i te racy  Across  the  
Cur r i cu lum, ”  she  reaches  ou t  to  educa tors  o f  a l l  sub jec ts  and g rade leve ls  to  
cons ider  the  impor tance o f  v i sua l  l i t e racy  as  a  sk i l l  to  deve lop  in  schoo l  
cur r i cu lum.  Her  v ideo prov ides  ques t ions,  based  f rom educa t i on theor i s t ,  E l l i o t  
Eisner ,  tha t  educa tors  can  ask  s tudents  i n  o rder  to  deve lop  comprehens ion  o f  
v isua l  cu l tu re .   

 
2 .  Jordan ,  Chr is .  "P ic t ures  some shock ing  sta ts . "  TED Ta lks .  Feb.  2008.  

Web.  19  Jan .  
2012.<h t tp : / /www. ted. com/ ta lks /chr i s_ jo r dan_p ic tu res_some_shock ing_s t
a ts .h tml> .  

h t tp : / /www. ted .com/ t a lks /chr i s_ jo rdan_p i c tu res_some_shock ing_s ta ts .h tml  
 

Ar t i s t  Chr is  Jo rdan c rea tes  la rge  sca le  v isua l i za t ions  o f  what  Western  cu l tu re  
l ooks  l i ke  based on  s ta t i s t i cs  tha t  a re  near ly  imposs ib le  to comprehend,  l i ke  
the  as ton ish ing  number  o f  paper  cups  we use every  s ing le  day.  Through showing  
s tudents  Jordan 's  a r twork  and  ask ing  re l evant  ques t ions ,  we can exp lo re  our  
cu l tu ra l  i den t i t i es  and the  impac t  o f  g l oba l i za t ion  wh i le  deve lop ing  sk i l l s  i n  
v isua l  l i t e racy .  
 
ARTWORK 
Paper  Cups ,  d ig i ta l  image,  60 ” x96" .  2008.  

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XQNbAtK3c3g
http://www.ted.com/talks/chris_jordan_pictures_some_shocking_stats.html


Th is  image dep ic ts  410,000  paper  cups ,  wh ich  i s  equ iva len t  t o  the  number  o f  
d isposab le  ho t -beverage paper  cups  used i n  the  Un i ted  S ta tes every  f i f teen  
minutes ,  accord ing  t o  da ta  p rov ide  in  2008.   

 
3 .  Kob l in ,  Aaron .  "Ar t f u l l y  v i sua l i z ing  our  human i ty . "  TED Ta lks .  Pa lm 

Spr ings .  Mar .  2011.  Web.  18  Jan .  2012.  
<ht tp : / /www. ted .com/ta lks /aaron_kob l in .htm l> .   

h t tps : / /www.mturk .com/mturk /we lcome 
h t tp : / /www. thesheepmarke t .com/ 
h t tp : / /www.aaronkob l i n .com/ 
 

Ar t i s t  Aaron  Kob l in  takes  vas t  amounts  of  da ta  - -  and  a t  t imes  vas t  numbers  o f  
peop le  - -  and  weaves them in to  s tunn ing  v isua l i za t ions .  F rom e legant  l i nes  
t rac ing  a i r l i ne  f l i gh ts  to  landscapes  o f  ce l l  phone da ta ,  f r om a  Johnny Cash 
v ideo  assemb led  f rom c rowd-sourced  d rawings ,  h is  works  b r i l l i an t l y  exp lo re  how 
modern  techno logy  can make us  more  human.  By  shar ing  the  co l l abora t i ve  na tu re  
of  Kob l in ’s  works ,  I  hope  to  p romote  awareness  o f  how we in t erac t  as  a  g loba l  
soc ie ty  and  how v isua l  cu l tu re  and  techno logy  can  be  u t i l i zed to  b r ing  peop le  
a l l  over  the  wor ld  t ogether  and  shed l igh t  on  how our  co l lect i ve  iden t i t y  i s  
def ined  th rough soc i a l  med ia  and  techno l ogy .  
 
ARTWORK 
Fl igh t  Pa t te rns ,  2005.  
 
 In  th is  a r t  p iece ,  Kob l in  c rea tes  a  v isua l i za t ions  o f  the  f l i gh t  pa t te rns  over  
Nor th  Amer ica  fo r  a  per iod  o f  24  hours .  Through a  ser ies  o f  v isua l i za t ions ,  one 
can be t te r  unders tand the  magn i tude  o f  t he da i l y  m ig ra t ion  t hat  happens ,  b r ing  
peop le  in  and  ou t ,  and a l l  over  the  Un i t ed Sta tes  every  day .  Kob l in  c rea tes  h is  
i nves t iga t ions  in  o r der  to  demonst ra te  hi s  be l ie f  tha t  da ta  can  make us  more  
human.   
 

4 .  L iu ,  Hung .  (n .d ) .  Ret r ieved  Apr i l  15 ,  2012 f rom,  
h t tp : / /www.hung l iu .com/ .  
h t tp : / /www.hung l iu .com/   
h t tp : / /www.kqed.o rg / ar ts /p rograms/spark / pro f i l e . j sp?ess id=4455   
 

Hung L iu  i s  an  a r t i s t  and  p ro fessor  o f  ar t  a t  M i l l s  Co l lege  i n  Oak land ,  F l .  L iu  
l i ved  the  f i r s t  36  years  o f  her  l i f e  in  China  be fo re  mov ing  to  the  Un i ted  
Sta tes  where  she  has con t inued her  ca reer  as  an  a r t i s t .  Her  ar twork  combines  
Western  and  Eas te rn  pa in t ing  t rad i t ions  and exp lo res  her  cu l tu ra l  her i tage f rom 
China ,  deep ly  in f luenced by  her  exper iences  dur ing  the  Cu l tura l  Revo lu t ion .  By  
presen t ing  s tudents  wi th  the  a r twork  o f  Hung L iu ,  s tudents  can deve lop  sk i l l s  
of  v i sua l  l i t e racy  by  d iscern ing  the  v isua l  con ten t  and  meani ng  exp lo red  in  
L iu ' s  a r twork ,  and  al so  can  beg in  to  ask ques t ions  about  thei r  own cu l tu ra l  
i den t i t y  and  cu l tu ral  hybr id i za t ion .  
 
ARTWORK 
Twelve  Ha i rp ins  o f  J i n l i ng .  O i l  on  canvas ,  80"  x  140" .  2011.  
 

https://www.mturk.com/mturk/welcome
http://www.thesheepmarket.com/
http://www.aaronkoblin.com/
http://www.hungliu.com/
http://www.kqed.org/arts/programs/spark/profile.jsp?essid=4455


Twelve  Ha i rp ins  o f  J i n l i ng ,  shows an  image o f  twe lve  f igu res wa lk ing  in  two  
l i nes  w i th  gas  masks on  the i r  faces .  L iu exp la ined ,  "You f i r s t  see  the  masks  
and you  cannot  te l l . . . bu t  then  you  see  al l  t he  sk i r t s  and  rea l i ze  they ' re  
schoo lg i r l s . "   The  t i t l e  o f  the  pa in t ing i s  a  re fe rence  to  t he c lass ic  nove l  
"Twe lve  Beaut ies  o f  J in l ing , "  bu t  she  c r eates  a  s t rong  jux tapos i t i on  because in  
the  c i rcumstance  o f  the  pa in t ing  they  appear  mons t rous  and  deformed.  
 

5 .   “Mar iko  Kusumoto :  Unfo ld ing  S to r ies , "  (n .d . ) .  Re t r ieved  Apr i l  10 ,  2012 ,  
f rom h t tp : / /mob i l i a - ga l le ry .com/ar t i s ts / mar iko -kusumoto / index .h tml .  

h t tp : / /mob i l i a -ga l le ry .com/ar t i s ts /mar iko-kusumoto /v ideos .h t ml 
h t tp : / /mob i l i a -ga l le ry .com/ar t i s ts /mar iko-kusumoto / index .h tml  
 

Mar iko  Kusumoto  i s  a Japanese born  a r t i s t  l i v ing  in  Amer ica  who exp lo res  her  
cu l tu ra l  i den t i t y  by mak ing  in te rac t i ve  scu lp tu res .  Her  a r t  p ieces  encourage 
v iewers  to  exper ience the  many layers  and mean ings  tha t  she  i den t i f i es  as  
mold ing  and  de f in ing who she  i s  and  re f l ec t  on  the  many aspec ts  o f  her i tage and 
v isua l  cu l tu re  tha t  fo rm us  in to  who we are  as  ind iv idua ls .  Through expos ing  
s tudents  to  Kusumoto' s  a r twork ,  we can  vi sua l i ze  and  d issec t  the  cu l tu ra l  
hybr id i za t ion  tha t  happens  to  a l l  o f  us  because o f  g loba l i zat ion .  
 
ARTWORK 
Tokyo Souven i r  (Wearab le  P ieces  in  Ind iv i dua l  Conta iners ) .  Ni cke l  s i l ve r ,  
s te r l i ng  s i l ve r ,  b rass ,  copper ,  res in ,  deca l ,  found ob jec ts .  C losed :  7 -1 /2"  x  
9-1 /2"  x  8 -1 /4"  -  Open:  7 -1 /2 "  x  35"  x  20" .   
2008.  
 
Tokyo Souven i r  i s  one o f  Mar iko  Kusumoto’ s  many wh ims ica l  and in te rac t i ve  
scu lp tu res  tha t  exp l ore  nos ta lg ic  themes o f  cu l tu re  tha t  she fee ls  have  g reat l y  
i n f luenced her  iden t i t y  bo th  f rom her  nat i ve  Japanese her i tage and  as  an  a r t i s t  
l i v ing  and  p rac t i c ing  her  work  in  the  Uni t ed  S ta tes .  
 

6 .  So l l ins ,  S . ,  Or tega ,  E . -L .  M. ,  M i l l e r ,  W. ,  Haml in ,  J . ,  A t las,  C . ,Ta tge ,  
C. ,  … Pub l i c  Broadcas t ing  Serv ice  (U.S . ) .  (2012) .  Ar t :  21 :  Ar t  i n  the  
twenty - f i r s t  cen tu ry.  New York :  Ar t21  Inc .  

 h t tp : / /www.ar t21 .o rg /v ideos /ep isode-change 
 

Season 6  has  f ina l l y  a r r i ved  and  the  f i r s t  ep isode  i s  t i t l ed,  “Change. ”  I n  
th is  ep isode ,  a r t i s t s  A i  Weiwe i ,  Ca ther i ne Op ie ,  and  E l  Anatsu i  p resen t  
ar tworks  tha t  p romote  soc ia l  change.  Thei r  a r tworks  exp lo re  ways  in  wh ich  to  
ac t i ve ly  engage v iewers  in  the  t rans fo rmat ions  tha t  a re  happen ing  a round a l l  o f  
every  day .  
 

7 .  Toporek ,  Serg io .  2011.  Ret r ieved  Apr i l  15 ,  2012 f rom,  
h t tp : / /www.bewareof i mages.com/ .  

h t tp : / /www.youtube .com/watch?v=ZFshOZPptt0  
h t tp : / /www.bewareof i mages.com/ 
h t tp : / /www. facebook .com/bewareof images 
 

Serg io  Toporek  i s  c r eat ing  a  documentary ca l led ,  “ Beware  o f  Images , ”  t ha t  
i nves t iga tes  the  power  o f  images .  He began h is  ca reer  as  a  vi sua l  communica to r  
work ing  in  the  mus ic indus t ry  c rea t ing  vi sua ls  fo r  per fo rming ar t i s ts .  He  i s  

http://mobilia-gallery.com/artists/mariko-kusumoto/videos.html
http://mobilia-gallery.com/artists/mariko-kusumoto/index.html
http://www.art21.org/videos/episode-change
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZFshOZPptt0
http://www.bewareofimages.com/
http://www.facebook.com/bewareofimages


cur ren t l y  a  facu l t y  member  a t  the  Vancouver  F i lm Schoo l  and  i s  in te res ted  in  
how soc ia l  change can be  p romoted  th rough commerc ia l  v i sua l  communica t ions  in  
j ux tapos i t ion  to  th i s  fo rm o f  med ia 's  cur ren t  demise  o f  our  g loba l  soc ie ty .  He  
i s  h igh ly  in te res ted in  h is  documentary  be ing  used  as  a  teach ing  too l ,  
par t i cu la r l y  in  h igh schoo ls .  
 

8 .  Turk le ,  Sher ry .  "A lone toge ther . "  TED Tal ks .  West  Pa lm Beach.  Mar .  2012.  
Web.  Apr .     2012 .  
<ht tp : / /www. ted .com/ta lks /sher ry_ tu rk le_a lone_together .h tml>.   

h t tp : / /www. ted .com/ t a lks /sher ry_ tu rk le_al one_ toge ther .h tm l  
 

Psycho log is t  and  techno logy  ana lys t ,  Sher ry  Turk le  d iscusses how as  a  soc ie ty  
we are  more  engaged i n  the  re la t ionsh ip  prov ide  th rough our  phones  tha t  in  
hav ing  rea l  re la t ionsh ips  and  conversa t i ons  face  to  face .  Thi s  v ideo  wou ld  be  
grea t  to  show o ther  educato rs  and  s tudent s  to  c rea te  a  d iscuss ion  on  how 
techno logy  and  g lobal i za t ion  a f fec ts  our  cu l tu ra l  iden t i t i es as  we l l  as  v isua l  
l i t e racy .  We are  a lways  p lugged in  and  accord ing  to  Turk le ,  pre fe r  i t  tha t  way .  
 

9 .  Visua l  News.  2012.  Ret r ieved  Ar i l  15 ,  2012 f rom,  
h t tp : / /www.v isua lnews .com/ .  
h t tp : / /www.v isua lnews .com/   
 

Visua l  News is  a  webs i te  tha t  f i nds  and  promotes  a r t i s ts  that  a re  c rea t ing  
compe l l ing  a r tworks  and  any  news tha t  invo lves  v isua l  a r t i cul a t ions .  V isua l  
News a lso  p rov ides  a p la t fo rm fo r  the  exp lo ra t ions  o f  Co lumn F ive  Med ia  wh ich  
cura tes  the  Data  +  Des ign  Pro jec t  ga l le r y ,  a  p lace  to  d iscover  the  beauty  and  
conten t  o f  da ta  v isua l i za t ions .  

 
10.  Weiwe i ,  A i .  “ A i  Weiwei  de ta ined . ”  TED Ta lks .  West  Pa lm Beach .  Feb .  

2011.  Web.  Apr .  2012.  <h t tp : / /b log . ted .com/2011/04 /04a i -we iwe i -
deta ined-here - i s -h is - ted- f i lm/> .  

h t tp : / /b log . ted .com/2011/04 /04 /a i -we iwe i -de ta ined-here- i s -h i s - ted- f i lm/   

Ai  Weiwe i  p romotes  soc ia l  change in  Ch ina to  p rov ide  c i t i zens  w i th  democra t i c  
r igh ts  o f  f reedom o f  speech  and  p ro tec t  human r igh ts  tha t  a r e  l im i ted ,  
cont ro l led  and  censored  by  the  Ch inese  government .  H is  a r twork  i s  
cont rovers ia l ,  raw,  and exposes  cor rup t i on and  un jus t  ac t ions  o f  the  Ch inese  
government .  H is  a r twork  i s  made fo r  a  g l oba l  aud ience  to  in f orm about  
contemporary  Ch inese soc ie ty  and  cu l tu re.    

ARTWORK 

Sunf lower  Seeds ,  Ceramic ,  2010.  
 
In  th i s  ins ta l la t ion,  A i  Weiwe i  u t i l i zed the  sk i l l  and  p roduc t ion  o f  mak ing  
porce la in  sun f lower  seeds  by  fac to ry  workers  in  J ingdezhen,  China ,  the  town 
tha t  has  the  longes t  h is to ry  o f  mak ing  porce la in  wares  fo r  t he imper ia l  cour t .  
Th is  ins ta l la t ion  serves  as  a  reminder  of  the  Cu l tu ra l  Revo l u t ion  (sun f lower  
seeds  were  a  s tap le  food  source) ,  o f  Ch i nese co l lec t i ve  ident i t y  and  indus t ry ,  
as  we l l  as  c rea t ing  a  d iscuss ion  o f  the  soc ia l  and  cu l tu re  pl ace  o f  a r t  i n  the  
wor ld .  

http://www.ted.com/talks/sherry_turkle_alone_together.html
http://www.visualnews.com/
http://blog.ted.com/2011/04/04/ai-weiwei-detained-here-is-his-ted-film/

